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Update to
Designated Pilot & Flight Engineer

Examiners’ Handbook
Order 8710.3D

The FAA released Order 8710.3E, effective April 21, 2006. This Update identifies all the new and
changed information—with the Update, your 8710.3D reflects the information included in the 8710.3E.

How to Use This Update
The entries below signal a change or addition to Order 8710.3D. In some cases, the changes apply to
more than one location in the book. The changes are listed as follows:

Page Number(s), Affected Paragraphs, Instructions. New text (if any).

Throughout the book:
Change from Change to

AGL-230 ......................................................................AFS-800

FAA, Great Lakes Region, AGL-230 ..........................FAA, General Aviation and Commercial Division, AFS-800

Page 1-10, add 3.B.(5) to read as follows:

(5) If the records and activity logs are maintained in an electronic file, a printed copy of those records
and logs must be made available when requested by the jurisdictional FSDO.

Page 3-5, change 7.E.(4) to read as follows:

(4) Answer. Reference the current editions of FAA Order 8700.1, volume 2, chapter 15, section 1,
paragraph 23A and C(1) and FAA Order 8710.3, paragraph 7. Within the preceding 12 calendar-months, the
examiner will be required to take two PIC competency renewal checks. Within the preceding 24 calendar-
months, the examiner must take three PIC competency renewal checks. Within the preceding 12 calendar-
months, the examiner will be required to accomplish PIC competency renewal checks in the Cessna 421 and
Lear Jet type. Within the preceding 24 calendar-months, the examiner must accomplish PIC competency
renewal checks in the Cessna 421, Beech BE-90, and Lear Jet type. Since the examiner has completed PIC
competency renewal checks in a multiengine airplane, there is no requirement for a PIC competency renewal
check for the Airplane Single Engine Land or Airplane Single Engine Sea designations. However, in those
circumstances where an examiner holds multiple designations and has accomplished an annual PIC competency
renewal check within that aircraft category, the FAA expects its ASIs to monitor the examiner conducting a
certain number of practical tests during the year in those other aircraft categories and classes.

Page 5-11, 19.D • Page 8-3, 3.A.(1) • Page 9-5, 3.A.(1) • Page 10-3, 3.A.(1) • Page 11-5, 3.A.(1) •
Page 12-5, 3.A.(1) • Page 13-9, 3.A.(1) • Page 14-7, 3.A.(1)
Add new paragraphs (a) and (b) to read as follows:

(a) In Section III on FAA Form 8710-1, Record of Pilot Time, the applicant must list at least the aeronauti-
cal experience required for the airmen certificate and rating sought. Graduates of part 141 pilot schools or part
142 training centers must provide their aeronautical experience in Section III even though the graduation
certificate is evidence of having completed the course of training.
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(b) If aeronautical experience has no bearing on the airman certification action being sought, it is not
necessary for an applicant to complete Section III. For example, flight instructor renewal applications, flight
instructor reinstatement applications, ground instructor qualification applications, and pilot type rating applica-
tions would be examples for which aeronautical experience would not have a bearing on the airmen certification
action; thus, the applicant would not be required to complete Section III of the application. However, all
applicants are encouraged to complete Section III because it remains on file with the FAA and can be used to
substantiate past aeronautical experience in the case of a lost logbook.

Page 5-14, change 22.B.(8) to read as follows:

(8) IAW §61.39(a)(7), an applicant must complete Section III. Graduates of 14 CFR part 141 pilot
schools or part 142 training centers must provide their flight time in this block. Section III, Record of Pilot
Time, on FAA Form 8710-1 must be accurately and fully completed. Completion of Section III, Record of Pilot
Time, on FAA Form 8710-1 is not required if the aeronautical experience has no bearing on the airman certifica-
tion action being applied for.

(a) In Section III on FAA Form 8710-1, the applicant must list at least the aeronautical experience
required for the airmen certificate and rating sought. Graduates of part 141 pilot schools or part 142 training
centers must provide their aeronautical experience in Section III even though the graduation certificate is
evidence of having completed the course of training.

(b) If aeronautical experience has no bearing on the airman certification action being sought, it is
not necessary for an applicant to complete Section III. For example, flight instructor renewal applications, flight
instructor reinstatement applications, ground instructor qualification applications, and pilot type rating applica-
tions would be examples for which aeronautical experience would not have a bearing on the airmen certification
action; thus, the applicant would not be required to complete Section III of the application. However, all
applicants are encouraged to complete Section III because it remains on file with the FAA and can be used to
substantiate past aeronautical experience in the case of a lost logbook.

(c) In some instances, there may be a need for the applicant to make pen-and-ink changes in
Section III on FAA Form 8710-1, may be necessary in order to permit the applicant to enter the specific
aeronautical experience required by the regulations. In other instances, it may be more appropriate to list the
required aeronautical experience, certified by the applicant’s signature, on a separate sheet which is then
attached to the application.

Page 5-16, revise 26.A. to read as follows:

A. Hearing- and/or Speech-Impaired Airmen. If the applicant cannot read, speak, write, or understand
English, then the pilot/instructor certification process should be terminated unless the reason is because of a
medical disability. If the reason for the applicant not being able to read, speak, write, and understand English is
because of a medical disability (meaning a hearing impairment or speech impairment that is medically substan-
tiated by a certified medical physician), then an operating limitation may be placed on the person’s pilot/
instructor certificate. A medical disability of this kind may require an operating limitation be placed on the
person’s pilot certificate that prohibits the pilot from operating in airspace that requires the use of communica-
tion radios. However, as a matter of clarification, this limitation would not necessarily prohibit a pilot from
operating in airspace that requires the use of communication radios if the pilot has received prior authorization
from the jurisdictional air traffic facility where the flight is being conducted, and the pilot is able to receive
instructions from that air traffic facility via light signals or some other form of electronic means of communica-
tion. The certificates of hearing-impaired and/or speech-impaired airmen must bear the limitation “NOT VALID
FOR FLIGHTS REQUIRING THE USE OF RADIO.” This limitation may be added or removed only by an
ASI.

Pages 5-31, 5-32 and 5-36, FAA Form 8710-1 “Airman Certificate and/or Rating Application” is
revised.

See revised FAA Form 8710-1 at the end of this Update. This new form is applicable to all certificates.

Pages 5-33, 5-34, 8-7, 9-9, 10-7, 11-9, 13-13, 14-11, “Temporary Airman Certificate” is revised.

See revised FAA Form at the end of this Update. This new form is applicable to all certificates.
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Page 5-35, FAA Form 8060-5 “Notice of Disapproval of Application” is revised.

See revised FAA Form 8060-5 at the end of this Update.

Page 6-3, 3.C. • Page 8-1, 2.B. • Page 8-4, 3.E. • Page 9-6, 3.E. • Page 10-4, 3.E. • Page 11-6, 3.E.
• Page 12-6, 3.E. • Page 13-10, 3.E. • Page 14-8, 3.E.  and  Page 19-4, 3.E.
Add new paragraph (1) to read as follows: (renumber existing paragraphs)

(1) If the applicant cannot read, speak, write, or understand English, then the pilot/instructor certifica-
tion process should be terminated unless the reason is because of a medical disability. If the reason for the
applicant not being able to read, speak, write, and understand English is because of a medical disability (mean-
ing a hearing impairment or speech impairment that is medically substantiated by a certified medical physician),
then an operating limitation may be placed on the person’s pilot/instructor certificate. A medical disability of
this kind may require an operating limitation be placed on the person’s pilot certificate that prohibits the pilot
from operating in airspace that requires the use of communication radios. However, as a matter of clarification,
this limitation would not necessarily prohibit a pilot from operating in airspace that requires the use of commu-
nication radios if the pilot has received prior authorization from the jurisdictional air traffic facility where the
flight is being conducted, and the pilot is able to receive instructions from that air traffic facility via light signals
or some other form of electronic means of communication.

Pages 8-3, 9-5, 10-3, 11-5, 12-5, 13-9, and 14-7, revise paragraph 3.A.(1) by adding new
subparagraphs (a) and (b) to read as follows:

(a) In Section III on FAA Form 8710-1, Record of Pilot Time, the applicant must list at least the
aeronautical experience required for the airmen certificate and rating sought. Graduates of part 141 pilot schools
or part 142 training centers must provide their aeronautical experience in Section III even though the graduation
certificate is evidence of having completed the course of training.

(b) If aeronautical experience has no bearing on the airman certification action being sought, it is
not necessary for an applicant to complete Section III. For example, flight instructor renewal applications, flight
instructor reinstatement applications, ground instructor qualification applications, and pilot type rating applica-
tions would be examples for which aeronautical experience would not have a bearing on the airmen certification
action; thus, the applicant would not be required to complete Section III of the application. However, all
applicants are encouraged to complete Section III because it remains on file with the FAA and can be used to
substantiate past aeronautical experience in the case of a lost logbook.

Page 9-2, change paragraph 4.C. to read as follows:

C. English Language. If the applicant cannot read, speak, write, or understand English, then the pilot/
instructor certification process should be terminated unless the reason is because of a medical disability. If the
reason for the applicant not being able to read, speak, write, and understand English is because of a medical
disability (meaning a hearing impairment or speech impairment that is medically substantiated by a certified
medical physician), then an operating limitation may be placed on the person’s pilot/instructor certificate. A
medical disability of this kind may require an operating limitation be placed on the person’s pilot certificate that
prohibits the pilot from operating in airspace that requires the use of communication radios. However, as a
matter of clarification, this limitation would not necessarily prohibit a pilot from operating in airspace that
requires the use of communication radios if the pilot has received prior authorization from the jurisdictional air
traffic facility where the flight is being conducted, and the pilot is able to receive instructions from that air
traffic facility via light signals or some other form of electronic means of communication.

Page 10-1, paragraph 3 • Page 14-3, paragraph 5.
Add new paragraph C. to read as follows: (reletter existing paragraphs)

C. English Requirement. If the applicant cannot read, speak, write, or understand English, then the pilot/
instructor certification process should be terminated unless the reason is because of a medical disability. If the
reason for the applicant not being able to read, speak, write, and understand English is because of a medical
disability (meaning a hearing impairment or speech impairment that is medically substantiated by a certified
medical physician), then an operating limitation may be placed on the person’s pilot/instructor certificate. A
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medical disability of this kind may require an operating limitation be placed on the person’s pilot certificate that
prohibits the pilot from operating in airspace that requires the use of communication radios. However, as a
matter of clarification, this limitation would not necessarily prohibit a pilot from operating in airspace that
requires the use of communication radios if the pilot has received prior authorization from the jurisdictional air
traffic facility where the flight is being conducted, and the pilot is able to receive instructions from that air
traffic facility via light signals or some other form of electronic means of communication.

Page 14-9, change paragraph 3.F to read as follows:

F. Aircraft Requirements. The applicant will review the aircraft maintenance records, logbooks, airworthi-
ness certificate, and aircraft registration for the purpose of demonstrating aeronautical knowledge about how to
determine whether an aircraft is airworthy and suitable for flight. The examiner must verify that the aircraft
(airplane or glider) to be used is certificated for spins.

Pages 14-12, 16-7 and 17-7, FAA Form 8710-1 “Airman Certificate and/or Rating Application,
Completed by a FIRC or an ACR” is revised.

See new Form at the end of this Update, which is applicable to FIRC and ACR.

Page 17-3, 4.C., add new paragraphs to read as follows:

(1) In Section III on FAA Form 8710-1, Record of Pilot Time, the applicant must list at least the
aeronautical experience required for the airmen certificate and rating sought. Graduates of part 141 pilot schools
or part 142 training centers must provide their aeronautical experience in Section III even though the graduation
certificate is evidence of having completed the course of training.

(2) If aeronautical experience has no bearing on the airman certification action being sought, it is not
necessary for an applicant to complete Section III. For example, flight instructor renewal applications, flight
instructor reinstatement applications, ground instructor qualification applications, and pilot type rating applica-
tions would be examples for which aeronautical experience would not have a bearing on the airmen certification
action; thus, the applicant would not be required to complete Section III of the application. However, all
applicants are encouraged to complete Section III because it remains on file with the FAA and can be used to
substantiate past aeronautical experience in the case of a lost logbook.

Page 18-4, revise paragraph 4.B. to read as follows:

B. English Language Requirement. If a foreign pilot who is applying for a U.S. pilot certificate and rating
under §61.75 cannot read, speak, write, or understand English, then the pilot certification process should be
terminated unless the reason is because of a medical disability. If the reason for the applicant not being able to
read, speak, write, and understand English is because of a medical disability (meaning a hearing impairment or
speech impairment that is medically substantiated by a certified medical physician), then an operating limitation
may be placed on the person’s pilot certificate. A medical disability of this kind may require an operating
limitation be placed on the person’s pilot certificate that prohibits the pilot from operating in airspace that
requires the use of communication radios. However, as a matter of clarification, this limitation would not
necessarily prohibit a pilot from operating in airspace that requires the use of communication radios if the pilot
has received prior authorization from the jurisdictional air traffic facility where the flight is being conducted,
and the pilot is able to receive instructions from that air traffic facility via light signals or some other form of
electronic means of communication.

Page 18-4, replace paragraph 4.C.(4) to read as follows:

(4) The examiner should inform the applicant that it is permissible for an additional aircraft rating to be
added to a pilot certificate on the basis of the applicant having complied with the appropriate pilot certification
requirements of part 61 (i.e., “U.S. Test Passed”—completion of the required practical test and the knowledge
test). Furthermore, an applicant may also apply for an additional aircraft rating to be added to his/her restricted
§61.75 U.S. pilot certificate if that applicant has subsequently received an additional aircraft rating on the
foreign pilot license. As per §61.75, no knowledge or practical test would be required in this scenario.
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Page 21-11, paragraph 3.C., delete paragraph (7), and change (5) and (6) to read as follows:

(5) Ensure that Sections IV and V have been completed. A foreign pilot applicant for a §61.75 U.S.
pilot certificate is not required to complete Section III, Record of Pilot Time, on the FAA Form 8710-1 applica-
tion when the basis of the application is the ratings held on the person’s foreign pilot license. If a foreign pilot
applicant is applying for an additional aircraft rating that is being added to a §61.75 U.S. pilot certificate on the
basis of completion of a “U.S. Test Passed” (i.e., completion of the required aeronautical knowledge test and
practical test, as appropriate), then it is required that the applicant complete Section III, that shows at least the
minimum aeronautical experience required for the pilot certification level and rating being applied for.

(6) Have the applicant make any necessary corrections if any of the above items are not accurate or
complete.

Add new Appendix 1 to read as follows: (renumber existing Appendix)

Appendix 1. Acronyms and Abbreviations
This appendix contains acronyms and abbreviations for both old as well as new General Aviation terms
that are used throughout this order. Inspectors/Examiners can refer to the following alphabetical listing of
frequently used acronyms and abbreviations and their meanings when using this order.

14 CFR .............. Title 14 of the Code of Federal
Regulations

49 U.S.C. ........... Title 49 of the United States Code
AC ...................... Advisory Circular
ACR ................... airman certification representative
ACRA ................ Airman Certification and/or Rating

Application
ADF ................... automatic direction finder
AFM .................. Aircraft Flight Manual
APV ................... approach with vertical guidance
ASI .................... aviation safety inspector
AST ................... aviation safety technician
ATC ................... air traffic control
ATP ................... airline transport pilot
ATPE ................. airline transport pilot examiner
CAA .................. Civil Aviation Authority
CE ...................... commercial pilot examiner
CFI .................... certificated flight instructor
CIRE ................. commercial and instrument rating

examiner
DPE ................... designated pilot examiner
EAA ................... Experimental Aircraft Association
FAA ................... Federal Aviation Administration
FCC ................... Federal Communications Commission
FCL ................... flightcrew licensing
FD ...................... flight director
FDC ................... flight data center
FE ...................... Flight Engineer
FEE ................... Flight Engineer Examiner
FEER ................ Flight Engineer Examiner Registry
FIE .................... Flight Instructor Examiner
FIRE .................. Flight Instructor Renewal Examiner
FIRC ................. flight instructor refresher clinic
FSAS ................. Flight Standards Automation System
FSDO ................ Flight Standards District Office
FTD ................... flight training device
FPE .................... Foreign Pilot Examiner
FOI .................... fundamentals of instructing
GIE .................... ground instructor examiner

GLS ................... GPS Landing System
GNSS ................. Global Navigation Satellite System
IACRA .............. Integrated Airman Certification and/or

Rating Application
IAW ................... in accordance with
ICAO ................. International Civil Aviation

Organization
IFO .................... International Field Office
IFR .................... instrument flight rules
ILS ..................... instrument landing system
IMC ................... instrument meteorological conditions
JAA ................... Joint Aviation Authority
JAR ................... Joint Aviation Regulations
LDA ................... localizer-type directional aid
LOA ................... letter of authorization
LOC .................. localizer
MCE .................. Military Competence Examiner
MC/FPE ............ military competence/foreign pilot

examiner
MLS .................. microwave landing system
NAS ................... National Airspace System
NDB ................... nondirectional beacon
NDPE ................ National Designated Pilot Examiner
NDPER ............. National Designated Pilot Examiner

Registry
NEB ................... National Examiner Board
nm ...................... nautical miles
PAR ................... precision approach radar
PAI .................... principal avionics inspector
PCA ................... primary category aircraft
PCATD .............. personal computer assisted training

device
PPE .................... private pilot examiner
PIC .................... pilot-in-command
PPE .................... proficiency pilot examiner
PTRS ................. Program Tracking and Reporting

Subsystem
PTS .................... practical test standards

Continued…
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SDF .................... Simplified Directional Facility
SFAR ................. Special Federal Aviation Regulations
SIC .................... second-in-command
SODA ................ Statement of Demonstrated Ability
STC ................... supplemental type certificate
TC ...................... type certificate
TCDS ................ type certificate data sheet

TSA ................... Transportation Security
Administration

VFR ................... visual flight rules
VHF ................... very high frequency
VOR .................. VHF omni-directional radio range
WINGS ............. FAA’s Pilot Proficiency Awards

Program

FAA Form 8710-1, Airman Certificate and/or Rating Application
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FAA Form 8710-1, Airman Certificate and/or Rating Application (Continued)
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FAA Form 8060-5, Notice of Disapproval of Application
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Temporary Airman Certificate
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FAA Form 8710-1, Airman Certificate and/or Rating Application,
Completed by a FIRC, an ACR, or by an ACR for a FIRC


